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A Study on the Townscape Improvement and the Economic Effects in
Kaneyama Town, Yamagata Prefecture
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Abstract Kaneyama Town, Yamagata Prefecture, has realized a system for the townscape improvement and the promotion of forestry as the
local industry at the same time by enacting ‘the Townscape Ordinance in Kaneyama Town'. The townscape has been improved by using
'Kaneyama housing' which is a kind of housing built by local 'Kaneyama cedar' and can be subsidized by the town under the Ordinance.
This paper analyzes the situation of the improvements in detail and quantitatively reveals the economic effects. From statistical data and
analysis, this paper finds that from 1986 to 2014, because of the promulgation of the Ordinance, the output value of Kaneyama Town
(production-induced amount) increased by about 2.4 billion yen. The initial investment increase was about 950 million yen. The subsidy
effect of the production-induced amount was 9.9 times, and that of the initial investment amount was four times. As a result, it can be
concluded that the Ordinance has brought positive impacts to the local economy.
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