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The Characteristics and Evolution Path of the Metropolitan Area in the Multi-
core and Strongly Connected Urban Agglomeration: Experience from the Pearl

River Delta
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Abstract Metropolitan areas under different backgrounds have different development characteristics and evolution paths. The multi-core and strongly

connected Pearl River Delta urban agglomeration has experienced a "continuous first and then interactive™ development process. There are

three metropolitan areas in different stages with different characteristics in the Pearl River Delta. The analysis of the urbanization process of

the Pearl River Delta shows that the interaction of cities within the three metropolitan areas has obvious characteristics. In the early stage,

it is featured by the industrial expansion benefiting from the connection of infrastructure. Then the key issue shifts to the co-cooperation on

the provision of public services for the "residence™. Now it is on the process of spatial reconstruction of the metropolitan areas driven by

innovation forces. Finally, we summarize the lessons learned from the Pearl River Delta’s experiences.
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