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Problems and Strategies of Merged Towns in Far Suburban Areas of Shanghai
under Rural Revitalization: A Case Study of Songjiang District
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Abstract After the twenty years of townships merging, towns in far suburban areas turn to be more intensive. Merged towns show

degeneration as they are out of town-level financial support. The contradictions between service supply and residents’ needs
are expanded. With the promotion of the rural revitaization strategy, merged towns have new opportunities for development.
The paper analyzes the common problems through researching the current characteristics and situation of merged towns in
Songjiang. Strategies are put forward from aspects of function promotion, industrial development, public service equalization

and good living environment to promote mutual development of merged towns and rural areas.
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Fig.1 Spatial-temporal changes of merged towns in Shanghai since 2000
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Fig. 3 Characteristics of population aggregation before and after townships merging in Shanghai
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Fig. 4 Location of merged towns in Songjiang
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Fig. 5 Aging rate of merged towns in 2018
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Tab. 1 Total land area and construction area of merged
towns in 2016
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